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Summary
The Bond by Simon McCartney is a good piece of writing about mountain climbing. The writing first features two legendary first ascents on Alaskan great walls – the Denali Diamond and the face of Mt. Huntington. These two roots were established by McCartney and Jack Roberts in 1978 and 1980 (McCartney, 2016). The Huntington was so dangerous that it had not been repeated up to today. McCartney was reported to have been severely affected by the Diamond ascent. McCartney had to stop climbing mountains for almost a year. Since then, McCartney got lost from the limelight of the mountain climbers community for around thirty-six years. 
The two mountain climbers met in 1977. Jack Roberts is a California "Stone Master" and experienced young alpinist. At the same time, Simon McCartney is a 22-year old, highly motivated Brit who had been climbing mountains with some of the European's most respected mountaineers of the time (McCartney, 2016). They enjoy a magical partnership for the next three years, during which the two completed two of the boldest and most dangerous climbing of the time. Simon McCartney gets lost for around 36-years, after which he resurfaces to tell the story. The North Face of Mt. Huntington is known as one of the most dangerous walls within the Alaska Range.
Additionally, Denali's southwest face is the most technically tricky face to climb, as well as descend (McCartney, 2016). The two climbs were regarded as many people of the time to be legendary. However, the two legendary climbs created a stir at the time, and a flurry of controversy and criticism followed. Years later, some people appear to suggest that the Huntington climb was fake. Jack Roberts happens to pass away in 2002 before telling his side of the story to the public.   
According to the author, as time went by, McCartney asserts that he put aside the climbing memories and embarked on moving on. However, it can be noted that despite his efforts to forget his past life about climbing and descending from mountain tops, he never stopped thinking about the Denali climb. He used to revisit this portion in his mind over the 36-years that he stayed in the shadow of the mountain climbers community. After having looked carefully at the vivid description of the two climbs, the reader starts to understand McCartney's self-contradictory feelings. He achieved climbing glory but at a cost to others. 
While the two mountain climbers were on Mt. Huntington, they were already going short of the food supply. However, the two were anxious to reach the summit of Mt. Huntington. The two mountain climbers felt their nerves start to skirmish. Despite Robert receiving some warning from his counterpart, he decides to take a dangerous route. The root consisted of a steep section near the mountain's summit. Robert ends up falling, but he does not get injured. McCartney tells Roberts that, "you bloody Americans have a far too lax attitude to falling, why the hell didn't you listen to me (McCartney, 2016)!" later on as the two mountain climbers go around with their usual business, it turns out to be McCartney who is to take the lead in a dangerous descent. Unfortunately, McCartney seriously falls, and he injures his ankle. The two climbers take on each other in a friendly conversation, which appears to be typical of their relationship.
Following the author, the book's emotional impact is gained from the brutally frank style of both climbers, Roberts and McCartney. After they had completed a new route on the Denali Diamond, just belong to the mountain's highest point, the two were not able to either go up or down the mountain. McCartney's health was deteriorating, and the two were stuck in their tent. Luckily, two other mountain climbers show up at the eleventh hour. The other two mountain climbers are Mike Helms and Bob Kandiko, who appeared unexpectedly, ready to assist (McCartney, 2016). They abandoned their climbing venture and devoted their efforts to save the life of McCartney, whose health was fading away. They came up with a plan on how to conduct the evacuation of their hailing partner. Roberts and Helms decide to go over the summit and down the West Ridge to kick-start a rescue mission.
On the other hand, Kandiko was left with McCartney as the other two climbers embarked on starting the rescue mission. After the two, Roberts and Helms had left, McCartney recovers amazingly. Kandiko sets out to help McCartney single-handedly to move down the mountain. 
Many people appeared to doubt whether McCartney and Roberts had gone up to the summit of Mt. Huntington. Years later, Roberts seems to show little interest in revisiting Alaska climbs with McCartney. The alpine climbing community continued to question if McCartney and Roberts had climbed up to the summit of Mt. Huntington. However, this can be proved by the photos that Roberts had taken while at the mountain's summit. He recalls their events while on their journey down the mountain. He still believes that the best option that he had to save his partner was to leave him in a tent at the height of 19,000 feet on Denali (McCartney, 2016). This could have given him a chance to drop to the ground and make arrangements for a rescue.   
Critique 
It was a pleasure to read the book The Bond. The book is a good piece of writing, and it brings to the reader's attention the experience that mountain climbers go through during their climbing ventures. And I have learned about you as a writer and a man who has realized his goals in life; by going up to the summit where many other people have not succeeded in ascending to. The voice that you use in writing is smart and honest, a voice that young climbers can relate to and get inspired. I think this book will inspire many young climbers and teach them a lesson regarding mountain climbing. 
The structure is consistently linear, and it links from one chapter to the next. Its timeline is well shown, starting with how the author began to climb mountains in the 1970's up to the time when the two climbers stopped meeting each other. The chapters are well split since they depict chronologically how the life of the writers changed. 
The writer well about his emotions, and he allows his emotions to carry over into the analysis. However, the challenge that involves such is to stay objective while at the same time writing about the things that one feels strongly about. The readers might begin to distrust what the author is saying and feel like they are getting manipulated to feel, think, or believe what the writer so strongly feels, thinks, and beliefs. However, the writer seems to have resolved this by writing about himself in the third person and later on in the first person. Also, the writer seems to have written about his mistakes and failings without judgment. Through such kind of writing style, the writer has allowed the facts to speak for themselves.   
The writer's voice is smart and sassy. The voice conveys his distinct personality. However, there are some instances where the writer's voice becomes too emotional and judgmental. For instance, McCartney becomes emotional and judgmental at the time when his counterpart, Robert, falls, and it is confirmed that he was not injured. McCartney asserts that "you bloody Americans have a far too lax attitude to falling, why the hell didn't you listen to me (McCartney, 2016)!" This is a clear indication that McCartney was judgmental and emotional. He judges the Americans by asserting that they do not listen to what they are said. They only learn through experience, and at times the experience might not be the "best teacher."    
Personal Reflections on Lessons
I have learned from The Bond by Simon McCartney that people should embrace endurance. Endurance gives people the strength to keep on going despite the hard life or any other unfavorable environment that one might be exposed to. Many people considered climbing Huntington Mountain as impossible. However, to Robert and McCartney, this was possible, and they embraced endurance to show that it was possible to go up to the mountain's summit. However, the journey was not that easy, but the two climbers were determined to endure the difficulties on their way up to the highest point of the mountain.  The place is rock, and the climate from the pictures that the climbers took indicated that the place was covered with snow. McCartney got injured on their way down the mountain, but still, they appeared to be determined to reach the ground. 
Determination is the other lesson that I learned from the book. Determination is what propels a person towards realizing a certain goal. Goals are not that easy to come; they require an individual to have a plan through which the person will go through before achieving the goals. This plan, together with the other requirements need in the process, calls for an individual to take time and have a thorough look into the process. This can be well illustrated by the point where Robert states that he wanted to leave McCartney at the height of 19,000 feet to look for people on the ground to start an evacuation mission. McCartney had been hurt up to the extent that he could not continue ascending the mountain.
The other lesson that I learned from the book written by Simon McCartney is that we should always be cautious and listen to advice from our peers. For instance, Robert is instructed by McCartney to take an easy way. However, Robert fails to heed the warning from McCartney, and he ends up falling down a cliff. Luckily, he does not get hurt. But, looking closely at the events as they unfolded themselves, this is a situation that could have been avoided if only had Robert listened to McCartney's warning. This is a clear indication that young people get warned by older ones about taking part in a certain occasion, for instance, after which they start to regret once things go wrong. We should listen to our peers and take note of their warnings or advice.  
Which author or person do you relate to, if any, and why or why not?
The author that I relate to is Simon McCartney. He appears to be cautious, and this is a trait that we share. The author is cautious in that he warns his counterpart, Jack Robert, against passing through a certain route. Robert fails to take note of the warning and ends up falling. I like taking note of the dangers that are involved in a certain thing that I am about to take part in. I usually look for ways through which such incidences can be done away with or some other available alternatives. This makes a person incur fewer losses or avoid getting hurt if things go wrong. 
Conclusion; rate up to 5, how many stars would you give this book, and why?
I would have given this book four stars. This is because the book appears to have attained what the author wanted it to. The author wanted the book to show that people should believe in themselves and go for what seems to others as impossible. For instance, many people started to doubt if the two mountain climbers, McCartney and Robert, had got to the summit of the Huntington Mountain. However, the two mountain climbers had indeed gone up to the top of the mountain. This was proved by the photos that the climbers had taken while at the top of the mountain. The other factor that I have considered is the language. The language that was used was good, and its flow was also good. The description was clear and good. 
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